HOME    LIFE    AT    SAYES    COURT
have strength and leisure to bring it to maturity,
having for the last ten years of nay life (but he might
just as well have said all his life) been in perpetual
motion and hardly two months in a year at my own
habitation or conversant with my family/5
Among the notables of the day were several who
possessed houses, estates and treasures which Evelyn
had a keen desire to inspect. The more interesting
of his journeys and visits were undertaken in con-
nection with his ardent and unflagging search for
beauty, and his desire to assist, promote and en-
courage the arts, and to keep in touch with the best
intellectual society he could find. The value of his
opinion was high, because it was founded on con-
siderable knowledge., and this knowledge could only
have been attained by study and research. The time
he devoted to this and to his treatises,, translations,
pamphlets and letters must have been considerable,
Yet unlike some authors who have told us how many
thousand words they wrote in the day, or how many
hours they spent on the production of their books,
Evelyn records little or nothing of the clays at home
of work and retirement. But the intermittent entries
in the diary and occasional blanks show the oppor-
tunities, even though we are given none of the
details.
Sayes Court, Deptford, was the home of John
Evelyn and his family for forty years. The property
had been leased by the Crown to Christopher Browne
and subsequently to his son, Sir Richard Browne,
Evelyn's father-in-law, who was born there. Sir
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